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T ismy Defign inthis Paper to deliver down 

MB to Pofterity a faithful Account of the Italian 

Opera, and of the gradual Progtefs which it 

has made upon the Englifh Stage: For there 

is no Queftion but our great Grand-children will be 

very curious to know the Reafon why their Fore- 

fathers ufed to fit together like an Audience of Fo- 

teigners in their own Country, and to hear whole 

Plays a&ted before them ina Tongue which they 
did not underftand. 


‘ Arfinoe was the firft Opeta that gave usa Tafte 
‘of Italian Mufick. ‘The great Succefs which #his 
‘Opera met with, sedusok fome Attempts of form. 
‘ing Pieces upon Italian Plans, that fhould give a 
more natural and feafonable Entertainment than 
what canbe met with inthe elaborate Triftes of 
that Nation. ‘This alarm’d the Poetafters and Fid- 
lers of the Town, who were ufed to deal ina more 
ordinary Kind of Ware; and therefore laid down 
aneftablifh’d Rule, which is receiv’d as fuch to this 
very Day, That nothing ss capable of being well fet to 
Mufick, that i not Nonjenfe. 


_ This Maxim was no fooner receiv’d, but we im- 
mediately fell to tanflating the Italian Operas ; and 
as there was no great Danger of hurting the Senfe 
of thofe extraordinary Pieces, our Authors would 
Oftgn make Words of their own that were entirely 
foreign to the Meaning of the Paffages which they 
pretended to tranflate ; their chief Care being to’ 
make the Numbers of the Englifh Verfe anfwer to 
thofe of the Italian, that both of them might go to 
the fame Tune. Thus the famous Song in Ca- 


Barbara fit’ intendo, Ere. 


Barbarous Woman, yes, I know your Meating, 


which expreffes the Refentments of an angry Lover, 
Was tranflated into that Englifh Lamentation 


Frail are @ Lover's Hopes,’ &c. 


And it was pleafant enough to fee the moft refined 
Perfons of the Britifh Nation dying away and 
Lanouifhing to Notes that were filled with a Spirit 
f Rage and Indignation, It happen’d alfo very 


‘moft infignificant Words in the Sentence. 


frequently, where the Senfe was rightly tranflated, 

the neceffary Tranfpofition of Words that were 

dawn out of the Phrafe of one Tongue into that 

of another, made the Mufick appear very abfurd in 

one Tongue that was very natural in the other. 

—— an Italian Verfe that ran thus Word for 
ord, 


And turn'd my Rage into Pitys 
which the Englifh for Rhime fake tianflatedj 
And into Pity turn’ my Rage. | 


By this Means the foft Notes that were adapted to 
Pity in the Italian, fell upon the Word Rage in 
the Englifh ; and the angry. Sounds that were turn’d 
to Rage in the Original, were made to exprefs Pity 
in the Tranflation. It oftentimes happen’d like- 
wife, that the fineft Notes in the Air i ag om 

ave 
known the Word -4xd purfu’d through the whole 
Gamut, have been entertain’d with many a melodi- 
ous The, and have heard the moft beautiful Graces 
> and Divifions beftow’d upon Ther, For, 
- hr ig to the eternal Honour of our Englifh 

articles, 


The next Step to our Refinement, was the intro- 
ducing of Italian Actors into otr Opefa; who fung 
their, Parts in their own Language, at the fame 
Time that our Countrymen perform’d theirs in our 
native Tongue. The King oy Hero of the Play 
aga fpoke in Italian, and his Slaves anfwer’d. 

imin Englifh: The Lover frequently made his 

oart, and gain’d the Heart of his Princefs in a 
Language which fhe did not underftand. One would 
have thought it very difficult to have carry’d on 
Dialogues after this Manner, without an Interpreter 
between the Perfons that convers’d together ; but. 
this was the State of the Englifh Stage for about 


_ three Years, 


At length the Audience grew tir’d of underfand- 
ing Half the Opera, and therefore to eafe them- 
{elves intirely of the Fatigue of Thinking, have fo 
order’d it at Prefent that the whole Opera is per- 
form’d in an unknown Tonguc. We no a 
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underftand the Language of our own Stage 5 ini. 
much that I have often been afraid, when I have teen 
our Italian Performers chattering in the Vehemence 
of Action, ‘that they have been callie us Names, 
and “er us aniong thenjfelves ; but I hope, 


fince we do put fuck’ an Sentire Confidence in 
them, they will not talk ‘Againit us before’ our 
Faces, though they may do it with the fame Safe- 
ty as if it was behind our Backs. In the mean 
Time_I cannot forbear thinking how naturally 
art Hiftorian, who writes ‘I'wo or Three hundred 
Years hence, and does not know the T'afte of his 
wile Fore-fathers, will make the following Re- 
flection, Ia rhe Beginnins of the Eighteenth Century the 
Tralian Tengue was fo well undiyjtood in England, that 
Opera’s were atted on the publick S:aze in thar Language, 


One fcarce knows how to be ferious in the Con- 
furation of an Abfurdity that fhews itfelf at the 
firltSight. It does not want any great Meafure of 
Senfe to fee the Ridicule of this monftrous Practice ; 
but what makes it the more altonifhing, it is not 
the Tafte of the Rabble, but of Perfons of the 
ewateft Politenefs, which has eftablifh’d it. 


If the Italians have a Genius for Mufick above 
the Englifh, the Englifh have a Genius for other 
Performances of a much higher Nature, and capa- 
ble of giving the Mind a much nobler Entertainment. 
Would one think it was poffible (at 2 Time when 
an Author lived that was able to write the Phedra 
and Hippolitus) for a People to be fo ftupidly fond 
of: the Italian Opera, as {carce to give a Third Days 
Hearing to that admirable Tragedy? Mufick is cer- 
tainly a very agreeable Entertainment, but if it 
would take the entire Poffeffion of our Ears, if at 
would make us incapable of hearing Senfe, if it 
would exclude Arts that have a much greater Ten- 
dency to the Refinement of humane Nature: I muft 
confefs I would allow it no better Quarter than Plato 
has done, who: banifhes it out of his Common- 
_ wealth. 


At prefent, our Notions of Mufick are fo very 
“uncertain, that we do not know what it is we like, 
only, in general, that we are tranfported with any 
thing that is not Englifh: So it be of a foreign 
’ Growth, let it be Italian, French,or High-Dutch, it is 
the fame thing.In fhort, our Englifh Mufick is quite 


‘ rooted out, and nothing yet planted in its ftead. 


When a Royal Palace is burnt to the Ground, 


‘every Man is at Liberty to — his Plan for a new 
~ one; atid tho’ it be but indi 


fferently put together, it 
may furnifh feveral Hints that may be of “Ule to a 
ee Architeét. I fhall take the fame Liberty ina 


ollowing Paper, of giving my Opinion upon the 


Subjeét of Mufick, which I thall lay down only ina 
problematical Manner to be confidered by thofe 
who are Mafters in the Art. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


There being a freth.and-clean Parcel cf Silk 
Gowns lately laid in at Mrs, Attaway’s in Devercaux-Court, in the 
Paffage from the Temple to Eff=x-luildings , this is to inform all 
Genticmen and Ladies, that they may be furnifhed at a cheaper 
Rate than ordinary ; the Silks being bought un of Perfonsthat have 
left off Trade, and the Price fet upon exch Gown, whereby any 
Perfon may be fatisfied that they hive them worth their Money. 
Note, There are Calamancoe Gowns lin’d with Sattiners and Pop- 
lins, large Siz: at 328. midling ar 29s. apiece. 





A large Houfe, wisi a Dove-boat, Stables, and 
all other Conveniencies ; a very fine Garden, with a Wildernf, 
Green-ho: fe, and fine Greens ; a large Canal running almoft round 
it (upplied frm aTrous River: Being the Seat of the late My, 
Garth at Mourden in Surry, 7 Milvs tic:n London. , To be lett by 
Eeaf:. Enquire at Mr. Stcnes in Sr at St. Helens. sad 

At the Cabinet on Ludgate-bill ftill remaias to be 
‘fold off, at verplow Rates, the following Goods of Mr. Tho. Piftor 
lately deceas’d, being all fo be difpos’d of by Lady-day céxt, viz: 
3 fine japan’d Cabine:s and 1 Walnut, t Walnut Scrutore and 1 India, 
1 Wainicot Desk and Rook-cafeon Drawers, 1 jipan’d Tortoik-hell 
Desk and t b'ack, x blick Plate-cafe and 3 fine Prince-wood titon 
Roxes, 1 fine inlaid Copper fram'd lige Glafs Table and Stands, 
right Lacie jepan’d Glafs Table and Siands, 1 white japan’d Glafg 
and Tabie, 1 neat Pair of Peer Glaffes, x very fine Glats fram’d Peer 
Glaft and feveral other Glaffes, 3 Chimney and {mz japan’d Swing. ° 
Glaffes and Suits of Boxes, ose Walnut from'd large Glaf. Corner 
Cupboard, 2.nd Tra-Tebles, forme Walleftands and Scrowles, and 
feveral Walnut, biack, and japan’d Chamber-Tables, &c. 

There is now Publith'd, 


é "me 
The great Duty of frequenting the Chriftian Sa- 
critice; and the Nature-of the Preparation requiged : Wish fujrable. 
Devotions, ‘Partly Collefted from the Antient Litturgies, The gth 
Ecition, To which is prefix'd, An Exercile upon Corfirmation, By 
Kob. Nelfon, Efg; Printed tor J. Churchill at the BlackeSwan in Pa. 
tec-Noltef-Row, ~~“ * 


Comes Commercii ; or, The Traders Companion’ 
Gontaining an exact and ufetul Table, the-ving the value of any Quam 
tity of Goods of Wares ready caitup, a Lable calculated tor univerfal 
ule, which ufé is fhewn in the Solution of Quettions, &e. The mannee 
of caltiag up Dimenfions in general, The feveral Cultoms uy’d by Sure 
veyors and Mealurers in Meafuring Glals, Wainttor,&c. Alfo Inflrudi. 
ons for entring Goods at the Cultom houie, &c. To whichis added a 
Supplement concerning imple and compound Interelt,&c. The 2d Edit. 
by Edw. Hatton,Geor. Printed tor D, Midwinter at the 3 Crowas an 
St. Pau)’s Churcti-yard, 


- _. Juf publi'd, 

A Sermon Preach’d at Patrixbourne, near Canter- 
bury; proving that Diffentcrs are oY upon by their Peachers; 
and that they ought to conform to the Church of England, as by 
Law cftiblith’d. With a Preface to thew their Miftake, about the 
A& of Exemption, and that they can have no Claim to that Indal. 
gence, Without certain Conditions therein mention’d. By J. Bowrell, 
B.D. Fellow of St. John’s College in Cambridge. Printed for R. 
Knaplock at the Bifhop’s-Hcad in St.Paul’sChurch yard. Price 3d. © 

A Humble Propofal for Parochial Reformation 
by reltoring Kural Deans and Chapters according to the antient way 
of the Church, recommended to the Co%ideration of the prefent 
Cunvocation as the belt way to Peace and Unity. By G. M. Pref 
biter of the Church of England. Suld by H. and G, Mortlock at the 
Phoenix in St, Paul’s Church-yard. i 

Jacobi Robaulti Phyfice. Latine vertit, recenfuit 
& Adnorationibus ex Iiluftriffimi Ifaaci Newtoni Philofophia maxis 
mam partem hauftis, amplificavic & ornavit Samuct Clarke; $.T.P. 
Repiz Majcftati a Sacris. Editio Tertia, in qua Annotationes fi 
dimidia parte audtiores, additaque ofto Tabulz ari incifz. Impenfis 
Jacobi Knapton ad infigne Coronz in Ca:meterio D. Pauli. 


I. An Anfwer to all the Excufes and Pretences 
that Mcn ufually make for their not coming to the Holy Sacrament. 
IL. Plain Inftru€tions for the Young and Ignorant, &c. III. The 
Chriftian Scholar, in Rules and Direions tor Children and Youth, 
efecially thofe taught in Charity Schools. Thefe 3 Price 3d. each, 
or 208. per 100. IV. The Nature and Defign of Holy-Days ex, 
plain’d. Price 6 d. or go's. per 100.. V. An Effay towards maki 
the Knowledge of Religion eafy ta the meancft Capacity. Price 2 
orias. perioo, VI. Directions for {pending one Day well. Pr. 1 d: 
or6s. per1oo. WII. The great Sin and Folly of Drunkenne(s, Pr. 
6d. or gos. pertoo. VILL. The excellent a, in Rules and 
Dire@ions for poor Girls taught in Charity Schools. Pr. 2d. or 12 8: 
pertoo, 1X. Bp. Bull’s Corruption of the Church of Rome. Pr. 6 d. 
or 408. per too, X The Divine Right of Epifcopacy Stated and 
Afferted upon Principles common to an Chriftians. Price 3 d. or 268, 
per too. All printed for R. Sare at Gray’s-Inn-Gate in Holborn. 

A Parapbrafe with Annotations upon the Book of 
CommonePrayer ; wherein the ‘Text is Explain’d, Objections are An- 
fwer’d, and Advice is humbly offer’d both to the Clergy and she 
Liaiety for promoting true Devotion in the ule of it. By Tho. Bennet, 
M.A. Rector of St. James’sin Coulechelter. ‘Tie ad Edition, Printed 
for J. Knapton at the Crown in St. Paul’s Church-yard, Price 6, 
Where is fold Mr. Bennet’s Letter to Mr. Robinfon on his Review of 
Liturgies. Pr. 2s. 6d. and all Mr. Bennet’s Books, 


The Eighth Edition of the Country Suryey- Book ; 
or, Land-Meter’s Vade-mecum : Wherein the Principks and Pratti- 
cal Kules for Surveying of Land are fo plainly (tho? bricfly}deliver’d, 
that any ordinary Perfon may by the help of this one Trea 
tile and a tew cheap Inftruments Meafure any Parcel of Land with 
Expedition and Judgment, plot it, and give up the Content thereol, 
With an Appendix containing 12 Problems touching conipound Inte- 
re(t and Annuities Anda Method to contract the Work of Fellowship 
and Allegation Alternate very confidcrable in many Cafes: Iluftra- 
red with Copper Plates. By Adam Martingdalc. Printed for Geo, 
Sawbridge at the three Flower-de-Luces in Little-Britain, Pr, ts. 6d. 





LONDON: Printed forSam-Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain; and 
Sold by 4. Baldwin inWarwickeLane ;where Advertifements are taken in; 
as alfo by Charles Lillie, Pesfumer, ac the Corner of Beauford- Buildings in 
the Strand, C 





